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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1. Claims 13 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 
13, line 6 "recognition/connection" means "recognition and connection" or "recognition 
or connection". 

Claim 19, line 3 has the same problem. Please clarify. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1, 3-12, 16-17, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Henry, Jr. (US 6,526,292). 

Regarding claim 1, Henry discloses a method for creating a digit string for use by 
a portable phone (column 1, lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "a method for 
automatically connecting to electronic addresses received in spoken communications"), 
comprising: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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receiving at least one telephone call (column 4, line 38 "reception of the speech 
data") including voiced address information (column 4, line 42 "includes numerical 
digits"), wherein the voiced address information corresponds to at least one electronic 
address (column 4, lines 35-45) [The telephone is initiated to allow reception of speech 
data which include numerical digits]; 

identifying the voiced address information (column 4, lines 46-52) [The 
processing circuit determines whether the speech data received is a recognized 
numerical digits]; 

automatically extracting the identified voiced address information based on the 
identified voiced address information (column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing circuit 
converts the alphabetic character to its corresponding numerical digit]; 

receiving user input (column 5, lines 15-18) [The speech data is a recognized 
command]; and 

after receiving the user input, automatically coupling to at least one electronic 
address (column 5, line 20 "the digit string") associated with the voiced address 
information based in part on the automatically extracted and identified voiced address 
information (column 5, lines 18-26) [The processing circuit send a signal to cause a call 
to originate according to the digit string]. 
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Regarding claim 3, Henry discloses generating an electronic message including 
the extracted voiced address information (column 4, lines 35-45); 

forwarding the electronic message among at least one location pre-specified by a 
user (column 4, lines 46-52); and 

extracting the voiced address information from the electronic message following 
receipt at the at least one location (column 4, lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 4, Henry discloses wherein the at least one location includes a 
telephone, wherein at least one operation can be performed on the address information 
including editing and storing (column 3, lines 23-34). 

Regarding claim 5, Henry discloses wherein the at least one location includes at 
least one call switch, wherein a first electronic connection is terminated in order to 
establish the coupling (column 5, lines 15-26). 

Regarding claim 6, Henry discloses wherein the at least one location includes at 
least one server, wherein at least one operation can be performed on the address 
information including editing, loading into at least one directory, and posting to at least 
one web page (column 5, lines 27-37). 
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Regarding claim 8, Henry discloses receiving at least one command from a user, 
wherein the at least one command is of a type selected from among spoken commands 
and manual input commands (column 5, lines 15-26). 

Regarding claim 9, Henry discloses wherein the electronic address types further 
include electronic mail addresses and Uniform Resource Identifiers (column 5, lines 15- 
26). 

Regarding claim 10, Henry discloses wherein coupling comprises connecting a 
called party with two or more other parties during a telephone call using the at least one 
electronic address, wherein a conference call is established (column 5, lines 15-26). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Henry discloses wherein the at least one electronic address 
is associated with at least one device selected from among personal computers, 
processor-based devices, wired telephones, wireless telephones, wired 
radiotelephones, wireless radiotelephones, internet telephones, cellular telephones, 
pagers, personal digital assistants, personal communication devices, electronic mail 
devices, telematic systems, and informatics systems (column 3, lines 23-34). 

Regarding claim 12, Henry discloses a method for creating a digit string for use 
by a portable phone (column 1, lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "a method for 
automatically connecting to electronic addresses in voice streams"), comprising: 
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receiving electronic communications (column 4, line 38 "reception of the speech 
data") including the voice streams (column 4 f lines 35-45) [The telephone is initiated to 
allow reception of speech data which include numerical digits]; 

automatically recognizing and extracting the electronic addresses from the 
received voice streams using automatic voice recognition (column 4, lines 52-59) [The 
processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its corresponding numerical 
digit]; and 

automatically connecting two or more electronic communication devices using 
the electronic addresses (column 5, lines 18-26) [The processing circuit send a signal to 
cause a call to originate according to the digit string]. 

Regarding claim 16, Henry discloses a system for creating a digit string for use 
by a portable phone (column 1, lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "a portable 
telephone system that automatically couples to electronic addresses received in audio 
communications"), comprising: 

at least one voice recognition subsystem (column 3, line 67 "a speech 
recognition") configurable to: 

analyze received verbal data (column 3, lines 3-12); 

identify spoken address information of the verbal data, wherein the spoken 
address information includes at least one electronic address selected from electronic 
address types including telephone numbers (column 4, lines 46-52) [The processing 
circuit determines whether the speech data received is a recognized numerical digits]; 
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automatically recognize and extract the identified spoken address information 
(column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its 
corresponding numerical digit]; 

format the extracted address information (column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing 
circuit converts the alphabetic character to its corresponding numerical digit]; 

transfer the formatted address information to at least one pre-specified location 
(column 4, lines 56-63) [The converted alphabetic character is inserted into the dialing 
string]; 

couple to the at least one electronic address using the transferred address 
information (column 5, lines 18-26) [The processing circuit send a signal to cause a call 
to originate according to the digit string]. 

Regarding claim 17, Henry discloses wherein the analysis is either real-time 
analysis of telephone calls or post analysis of voice mail messages (column 4, lines 52- 
59). 

Regarding claim 19, Henry discloses a system for creating a digit string for use 
by a portable phone (column 1, lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "a portable 
electronic device that automatically couples users among electronic addresses received 
in spoken communications"), comprising: 

at least one recognition or connection system (column 3, line 67 "a speech 
recognition") that performs voice recognition analysis on live calls and recorded 
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information, wherein the voice recognition analysis includes analyzing at least one voice 
stream (column 4, lines 46-52) [The processing circuit determines whether the speech 
data received is a recognized numerical digits]; 

identifying address information of the at least one voice stream, wherein the 
address information includes at least one electronic address selected from electronic 
address types including telephone numbers (column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing 
circuit converts the alphabetic character to its corresponding numerical digit]; 

automatically recognizing and extracting the identified address information 
(column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its 
corresponding numerical digit]; 

transferring the extracted address information to at least one pre-specified 
location (column 4, lines 56-63) [The converted alphabetic character is inserted into the 
dialing string]; and 

coupling to the at least one electronic address using the extracted address 
information in response to a user command (column 5, lines 18-26) [The processing 
circuit send a signal to cause a call to originate according to the digit string]. 

Regarding claim 21, Henry discloses a system for creating a digit string for use 
by a portable phone (column 1, lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "computer 
readable medium including executable instructions which, when executed in a 
processing system"), automatically couples to electronic addresses received in spoken 
communications by: 
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receiving at least one telephone call (column 5, line 60 "a key on a telephone 
keypad") including voiced address information, wherein the voiced address information 
corresponds to at least one electronic address (column 4, lines 35-45) [The telephone is 
initiated to allow reception of speech data which include numerical digits]; 

identifying the voiced address information automatically extracting the identified 
voiced address information based on the identified voiced address information (column 
4, lines 52-59) [The processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its 
corresponding numerical digit]; 

receiving user input (column 5, lines 15-18) [The speech data is a recognized 
command]; and 

after receiving the user input, automatically coupling to at least one electronic 
address associated with the voiced address information based in part on the 
automatically extracted and identified voiced address information (column 5, lines 18- 
26) [The processing circuit send a signal to cause a call to originate according to the 
digit string]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 7, 13-15, 18, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Henry in view of Dunn et al. (US 6073,103). 

Regarding claim 2, Dunn teaches storing the at least one telephone call as at 
least one voice mail message (column 5, lines 56-59); 

retrieving and playing the at least one voice mail message (column 6, lines 50- 



scanning the at least one voice mail message for the voiced address information 
(column 6, lines 50-64); 

identifying at least one portion of the at least one voice mail message that 
includes the voiced address information (column 6, lines 50-64); and 

re-playing the identified at least one portion to verify in the at least one portion 
accuracy of address information for the electronic address (column 6, lines 50-64). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Dunn teaches configuring the retrieving and 
scanning using a configuration selected from among at least one automatic and at least 
one manual configuration (column 6, lines 50-64); 



64); 
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wherein the at least one automatic configuration automatically retrieves and 
scans the at least one voice mail message (column 6, lines 50-64); 

wherein the at least one manual configuration retrieves and scans the at least 
one voice mail message upon receipt of at least one corresponding user command 
(column 6, lines 50-64). 

Regarding claim 13, Henry discloses a system for creating a digit string for use 
by a portable phone (column 1, lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "a communications 
system, comprising: 

at least one network (column 3, line 14 "a mobile environment") coupled among 
components including: 

at least one portable communications device (10 on FIG. 1 ); 

at least one routing system (22 on FIG. 1 ); and 

at least one recognition or connection system (24 on FIG. 1); 

wherein the components support voice recognition analysis on live calls and 
recorded information (column 4, lines 35-45) [The telephone is initiated to allow 
reception of speech data which include numerical digits]; 

wherein the voice recognition analysis includes: 

analyzing at least one voice stream, identifying spoken address information of 
the at least one voice stream (column 4, lines 46-52) [The processing circuit determines 
whether the speech data received is a recognized numerical digits]; 
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wherein the spoken address information includes at least one electronic address 
selected from electronic address types including telephone numbers (column 4, lines 
52-59) [The processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its corresponding 
numerical digit]; 

automatically recognizing and extracting the identified address information 
(column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its 
corresponding numerical digit]; 

transferring the extracted address information to at least one pre-specified 
location (column 5, lines 15-18), and automatically connecting users to the at least one 
electronic address using the extracted address information in response to a command 
(column 5, lines 18-26) [The processing circuit send a signal to cause a call to originate 
according to the digit string]. 

Henry fails to disclose a voice message system. 

However, Dunn teaches at least one voice message system (1 on FIG. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the voice message system of the apparatus of Dunn in the 
portable phone of Henry. 

The modification of the invention would offer the capability of having a voice 
message device such as the system would allow the user to replay a portion of the 
message containing the digits number. 
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Regarding claims 15, 18 and 20, Dunn teaches wherein transferring includes 
using at least one short message transfer type selected from among short message 
services and alphanumeric paging services (column 5, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 22, Henry discloses a system for creating a digit string for use 
by a portable phone (column 1 , lines 8-12), (which reads on claimed "a portable 
communication device that automatically connects users to electronic addresses 
received in spoken communications"), comprising: 

including voiced address information, wherein the voiced address information 
corresponds to at least one electronic address (column 4, lines 35-45) [The telephone is 
initiated to allow reception of speech data which include numerical digits]; 

means for identifying the voiced address information (column 4, lines 52-59) [The 
processing circuit converts the alphabetic character to its corresponding numerical 
digit]; 

means for automatically extracting the identified voiced address information 
using voice recognition (column 4, lines 52-59) [The processing circuit converts the 
alphabetic character to its corresponding numerical digit]; 

means for receiving user input (column 5, lines 15-18) [The speech data is a 
recognized command]; and 

means for coupling to at least one electronic address associated with the voiced 
address information using the automatically extracted and identified voiced address 
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information in response to the user input (column 5, lines 18-26) [The processing circuit 
send a signal to cause a call to originate according to the digit string], 
Henry fails to disclose a voice message system. 

However, Dunn teaches means for receiving at least one voice mail message (1 
on FIG. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the voice message system of the apparatus of Dunn in the 
portable phone of Henry. 

The modification of the invention would offer the capability of having a voice 
message device such as the system would allow the user to replay a portion of the 
message containing the digits number. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Laurilla et al. is cited for a method for dialing a telephone number by voice 
commands (FIG. 1). 

Hunt et al. is cited for a method for continuous recognition of alphanumeric 
strings spoken over a telephone network (FIG. 1 ). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



4750. 




g.g. " 1 
September 1 , 2003 





